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Executive Summary

In thefiscal year 2019, the Smithsonian Institution (SI) worked in collaboration with Affiliate museum
educators at three Texas sit€sty of Austin Parks and Recreation, Irving Arts Center, and Institute of
Texan Culturesto develop and disseminate instructional materials highlighting Latino and Ragific
American history, art, and cul ture for Texasos
materials were disseminated to local social studies supervisocsiaimailum specialistsThe project

focused on creating Smithsonian Learning Lab (SLL) collections to integrate mirseechatino and

Asian Pacific Americamstructional materials intthesecourses and to understand their usefulness in
teaching.

Christina Talbert, amdependent evaluator, was hired to conduct a seriesdepth telephone

interviews with 10 participants of the 2019 workshops. Participants were @stetitheir experience at
the workshop, using the SLL themselves and in collatwratith teachers, and any barriers and lessons
learned throughout the year regarding the SLL.

hi



Primary Conclusions

The main conclusiors of this study were:

Curricula developers who participated in professional development workshops one year earlier and
the teachers to whom they presented the Smithsonidrearning Lab valued the Lab mostly for the
variety of authoritative and vetted Smithsonian digital resource. They envisioned the potentiality

of the use of tke Lab to engage students in inquirybased learning.

One of the main components of an effectivgrofessioral developmentworkshop is to include ample
time to practice usingthe Lab. Our audiencewelcomedcontinuous support.

1) Participants envisionadsing the Smithsonian Learning Lab in a variety of wéyeer half of the
participants described that they envisioned the SLL as a resource for studé&heusdiowing
were some ideas for student usehe SLL:

Envisioned Student Use of the SLL

As a way for students to share their own learning

As a way for students to create dialogue between their peers

As way for students to conduct docunuatsed question writing

fi A awayto move moretowardsthestuderd@ nt er ed approach op

ALi ke a resource for my studentsé
curated by musen professionals that are on there and those resources, thos
photograpls, t hose coll ections. Those

2) Participants primarily used ti#i_L to develop curriculm for use based ostuderntcentered
approachs. Theypointed out that the use can foster sharing and inquiesside of curriculum
development, participants used the SLL to find resourcesfaentdevelopment and/or for
personal researcRarticipantfound theSLL to be effectivdor a variety of reamns, primarily
beingthe abundance of vetted and reputable resourcésrdhd ability to use thesesourceso
create contenParticipants had not yet used the SLL in classrooms.

Al't i s something thatds prwhdantteachmusays |
need something or if wedre designin
by theLearningb,ab t o find whatodés aoovail al

3) Participants described introducing the SLL to teachers thrpugflessional learning
communities, professional development sessions, other types of meetings, and/or organic
conversations. &ticipants did not know if the teach@viomthey introducedo the SLL had
used it in the classroom with their studeiiseydid however recall that teachers expressed an
interest in doing® and used a rangd positive terms to describe the SLL. Teachers expressed
that the SLL is effective because of the abundance of reliable resources, the accessibility of the
welbsite for studats, and the usability of tools, such as hotspots, discussion questions, and
annotations.

AWhenever | have conversations with
would be something kids could engage with in the classroom, | always mentiot
LearningLbabé because of the reputation and
di gital i mages that the kids woul d



4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Participantdhad mixed opinions about teachers using the SLL to align content to scope and
sequenceThe majority of participants agreed that the SLL can be used to align content through a
connection to standards and/or the use of primary resources in creating.ddmaaest of the
participantswhile notexpresig that the SLL could not be used to align content to scope and
sequencepointed outhatthe platformis not a necessary tom do soOne participant explained
thatthe SLL does not contain Texapecifc standards, and is thus unhelpful in aligning content

to standards.

Al t al |[teashers/¢utri@lom specialistsp look at a standard and considel
al | of the possible way thatoc:

Participants suggested finding ways to introduceSihle to more teachers in order to encourage
them to create effective collectior®me suggestiorfer thiswere inviting teachers to
workshops, providing virtual training via YouTube, sending out a listserv to teachers who are
interested, attending statdde conferences, and promoting the SLL through social media.

il think 1t starts with tF

All of the participantsvere interested ijoining an occasional meeting of a local support group
provided byaffiliate museums and a listserv to sharal receive content regarding tBEL.
Participants also expressed interest in additional virtual support. Some suggestions for virtual
support included live video conferences, calls with teams of teachers/curriculum specialists who
are interestd, and/orecorded online training. Some suggestions for the content of virtual support
include providing information about SLL updatégroductions to the SLL website, explanations

of particular collectionsand/or how to create content.

A Ma y 4] recaided it like this is how you make this lab or this is a conversati
about this and here are some decks already mada yt hi ng t hat €
could be shared with teac

Participants expressedcouple of wayshat the workshopestprepared them to use tBé&L,

primarily beingthe thorougtintroduction to the SLL and timalottedfor collection creation.
Participants also mentioned how effective Ashley and Philippa were at both introducing the SLL
during the verkshop and keeping in touch after.

fiThatability to go through with it, do it, build it, shareiitl was sold. That time to
dig around and build and look at collections and | immediately started talking -
people back on campuses. The actual interactn  wi t h t he

Participantexplainedthat the workshops could primarily be improved by allotting more time to
introducing and using theLL to create contentvith some expressing that this portion of the

wor kshop was #Ar uorkshops with cArsculdmospecidlisistandrteachess,
participants suggested providing breakout sessions for both types of participants to discuss their
future use of the SLL.

Al woul doéve | i ked more time to thko
centers was importanbut at times | felt maybe it was repetitive and while it we
quality,i t wasnoét what | thought I



9) Participants suggested the following improvements to the SLL website:

Suggestedmprovements to the SLL Website

Adding PowerPaoint capability to the collections

Adding an ability to Alevel o (i.e. chan
readings based on grade level

Adding video upload capability for students who are uncomfortable typing out answers

Creating a variety of lesson plans deged by museum educators for teacher use




Background & Context

In thefiscal year 2019, the Smithsonian Institution (SI) worked in collaboration with Affiliate museum
educators at three Texas sit€ity of Austin Parks and Recreation, Irving Arts Center, and Institute of
Texan Culturesto develop and disseminate instructional materials highlighting Latino and-Ratzfic
American history, art, and cul tur e eskinstructioeak as 0 s
materials wer@eveloped byocal social studies supervisors and curriculum specialists. The project
focused on creating Smithsonian Learning Lab (SLL) collections to integrate mbseech Latin@and

Asian Pacific Americamstructionalmaterials intdhesecourses and to understand their usefulness in
teaching. Participants used the SLL within their school districts during the academic year 2019/2020. In
order to better understand how participants used the SLL and what lessons thea)/fleanrttese

experiencs, Sl partnered with Christina Talbert to provide evaluation support

Project Goals

1. Inform theSmithsoniarabout how participants use tBenithsonian Learning Lator curriculum
developmenafter participating in professional déepment workshops

2. Provide insight into how participants shared @meithsonian Learning Labith teachers in their
district, and retrospectively, how teachers then use8ithithsonian Learning Labith students

3. Improve future workshops

Methodology

In order to better understand how participantsltiseSLL in their districts affiliate museum educators
andSmithsoniarstaff members chogencurriculum specialists and/or teachtrat attended a workshop
to contact and request interviews with. Partcifs were asked a variety of questions about their use of
the SLL. Interviews lasted between-80 minutes. Prior to the interviews, participants were sent the
interview script to review.

Evaluation Questions

1. How do participants use ttf@mithsoniarLearning Lakin their school district? What atke
lessons they learned by using it throughbetschool year 2019/20207?

2. Howdid participants introduce thf@mithsonian Learning Latio teachers in their district? What
did teachers think about tl&mithsoman Learning LaB How have/will they use it?

3. How could theéSmithsoniarimprove future workshops?

Sample

A total of nine participants of the following job titles participated in the interviéws:curriculum
coordinatos (k-12, social studiespnecurriculum coordinator (PreKl2, social studiespne a&sistant
director ofhumanities (312, curriculum and assessments)e airriculumsupportspecialis{6-12, social
studies)one fcilitator (6-12, social studies), and one US history teachét gtade)
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Findings

This section includes findings from interviews with nine workshop participants. Findings are in
the following order:

Envisioning the Use of the Smiétéhéséoéné @ad.6L.ear nin

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Teacher Use of the Smithsonlere ar ni ng €abdbéééécééeééééeé...ll
Teachers Effectiveness of the Smithsonian Learningéabé é € ¢ € € é € é é &6 é .13
Use of the Smithsonian Learning Labinthe Classkb@mé é ¢ ¢ é é é ééé ééé. 4. 1
Aligning Smithsonian Learning Lab Content to Scope@aduencé é ¢ é € é éé éé . 51

,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,,,

Envisioning the Use of theSmithsonian Learning Lab

Curriculum specialists envisioned using the Smithsonian Learning Lab in a variety of ways. Over half of
the participants described that they envisioned the SLL as a resource for studéhne fiskowing were
someideas for student use of the SLL

- as away for students to share their own learning

- as away for students to create dialogue between their peers

- as away for students to conduct docuntsaged question writing

- Aas a way to move -oeoteredappmaciaapmbsed to direct tisathy .dé@ n t

A couple ofparticipants mentioned usingthe Sils sear chabil ity ,whatures to
participants describing thesesources as highuality andvetted(Figure2). Other participants envision

the SLL as a place to create materialsifierclassroom. For example, the assistant director of humanities

said s/ he envisions it fias a resource f othe teacher
social studies facilitatorsgii| envi si on t hi s as ausedaollectorsor me t o d«
resources that teachers can use. 0 A curriculum co
so this is a great opportunity f bastlythéicermeulumo use pi
support specialisteinvs i oned the SLL to be used fias a present.
present what they know using evidence. 0



Asian American Q *

= H
Resource Type Resources (3,547)  Learning Lab Collections (101)
[& Image -
[X video
) Audio Found 3,547/ Resources containing:
= Text asian american

[ Learning Resource
Sort By Relevance (Best Match) \/

Open Access (learn more)

CCO - Public Domain

Resource Provider

National Museum of Asian Art (1869)

Smithsonian Asian Pacific American
Center (547)

Smithsonian Magazine (220)

National Museum of American
History (208)

Smithsonian American Art Museum

(156) Bl i s
\nt's Migration Around the World

National Postal Museum (131)

Archives of American Art (107)

Smithsonian Center for Folklife and
Cultural Heritage (101)

Smithsonian Center for Learning
and Digital Access (71)

Art Inventories Catalog,
Smithsonian American Art Museum
(31)

National Portrait Gallery (23)

Smithsonian Institution Archives (18)

Culture

Asian (4)
Indian (3) n . -

. . . Asian Pacific American
dstanindlar (1 ’ & Heritage Month Family Day
Chinese (1) ' woy . 3 > 5 -
Egyptian (1) i . p
Japanese (1)
Not Given (1)

Place

United States (1686)
United States of America (126)

United States (107)
New York (46) 5 | lranscontinental Railroad and the A:  roduction to the Asian Pacific




rican Story

New York (45)
Michigan (36)
Detroit (36)
Japan (28) - _ale PR e

Meissen (23)
Germany: Saxony (22)

2 3 4 5 oo 148 )

1-24 of 3,547 Resources

Smithsonian

Learning Lab

Figure 2. Example of theearchenginefor Resourcesn the Smithsonian Learning Lab

Motivation to Use the Smithsonian Learning Lab

A variety of participants explained that the reputabl

resourcegrewhat motivates them to use the Participants turn to the Smithsonian
Smithsonian Learning Lamcluding some Learning Lab because of its variety ar
curriculum coordinatorghe assistant director of abundance of trusted resources

humanitiesthesocial studies facilitator, artle US
historyteacherThese participantsirn to the SLL
because of its variegd abundance of trusted resourdesr examplea curriculumcoordinator said

fi Wwenever | have conversations with teachaoking for how to find an image that would be something
kids could engage with in the classroom, | always mentioh¢laeningLab again because of the

reputation and the fact that therebs so many, 100
they may never see in persdA couple of the paitipantsexpressethat they are motivated to use the

SLL because atheability to createcontent Thesocial studies facilitataaid il can | ook at 5
sources and pick them and or gamacurieulumlconnmatordaid r e , K i

that theSLL is useful in categorizingis/herworkthroughc oIl | ecti ons, stating fAl he
going on at one time and itodés beneficial to have

bundled differently and categorz e@therdparticipants explained that they are motivatedéothe SLL
because of the student usability aspect of the welbsiteexample, theocial studies facilitataaid
fwedre also really interested in our students doi
coordinatosaidiy ou have mul t i proehildsot adlltéarns ithe sameanmmanner sy
herebs another teadhtdhaiaftf eraeantbel aadreden . & Las
slheismot i vated to use the SLL Aastadenher ot ool

tly,
t o di

Curriculum Specialists Use of theSmithsonian Learning Lab

None of the participants had used 8id. in the classroom themselves, either because they do not usually
spend time in the classroom teaching students or because they did not have to¢hasngear due to
schoolclosuregduring the COVID19 outbreak. However, mamarticipantamentioned using the SLL to

develop curriculum for teachers to use and/or share with studénég participants, a social studies
curriculum support specialist, social studies facilitator,acdriculum coordinatorhad developed
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collections for student use. The social studies facilitator described one of his/her collections as a Civil

Rights collection that connected to a Tespecific standard and the other as a studetivity where

studentavere prompted to think about personal history and thgierience during the current time

periodiAiper sonal | vy, nationally, and in the world. o TtF
Zero Thinking Routines were in creating lesson plans, explaiy t hat At heydédr e awes o m¢
drop them in and transition. | did an art analysis collection for the conference with the see, think, wonder
card and t hen I(Rigured.dhis participant also explaines shat s/he uses the SLL

tofindresourcesayi ng fit i s something thatoés pretty mucl
says | need something or i,fFémedrwavesgginnggt somweit |
Learning Lab to find wh &thesutriculumicboadindterthbbel use. | u

created collections for studamte described a variety of collections s/he created for world culture and US
history regarding religion, reconstruction, and communism. The social studies curriculum support

specidist built a collection about Native American Code Talkers in World War 1 to provide instruction

for a specific Texas standard fAthat say®liesst udent
success. 0 This part ieatédmaoliectioreokvislials and grichartsbuecés ared/ h e A
secondary readings and they [the students] analyzed the documents and visuals to try to come to that
target that identified that code talker operation as an element of allied success. When | useymasie

I think of a lot of analysis strategies such as visual analysis. We ask our students to collect evidence for
their answers and thatodés what the Learning Lab ca
Lab and base an opinion and defent h e i r an s w elTwo partictpdnts said the anly coetentd

they developed on the Shiasthe collectios theycreated during the workshop, with one describing
his/hercollectionas fAsome resour ces ar.olheother pastiCipant explaimedr i can h
that s/he used the collectithmat s/hecreated during the workshop as an exarfpiéntroducing the SLL

to teachersbut did not explain the content of this collecti@me curriculum coordinatodevelopeca
collectionprimarily to introduce the SLL to teachetgring a professional development session. S/he

described this experience, st a fi Minigc,h Aol n emoddoeel sendd ta b
and | wenthrough a couple of curated artworks from different times and asked teachers which of the
i mages doesndét belong and why and we had individu

What do you see?
What do you think about that?

What does it make you
wonder?

SEE / THINK / WONDER

Project Zovn | NI/ eeww 92 hacvaed oo/
Harvard Ceaduata SChoni of ESucaton | CC ITNC 40

Figure 3. Example of a Harvard Zero Thinking Routslile on the Smithsonian Learning Lab

Just over half of the participariiad used the Smithsonian Learning Labsimmethingother than

developing curriculumTwo of these participants described using the i tind resources for

curriculum developmerdnd/or encouraging teachers to do so. The three other participants héteused

SLL for personaftesearchsuch as creating collections for a personal genealogy club. One of these

participants said that s/he fisickources that s/he personally wants to kddpe same participant
discussed the possibilityafsi ng t he SLL for a history fair so th
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original think tank to share withseovergahepebdect
explained howthe SLL is perfect for this becauseidentswill find primaryresource and if their project
changes oveime, they can simply continue buildiitgon theSLL.

Curriculum Specialists- Effectiveness of theSmithsonian Learning Lab
When asked what participants found particularly effective about the Smithsonian Learning Lab, most of

them mentioned the resourcelhey described resources as vetted and reputable, as they are available
through the Smithsoniai few participants described the ability to curate content on the SLL as

particularly effective. For examplse,i ntthea essgsingt &rm
the collections to make choices and figure out how you might curateesda hi n g . Ités a good
to ook at an image or document or piece of art t
curriculum cdorydiubateordesdaigd, nig a | earning experie
emotion or student®trespond ina certainwédy magery i s everything so ther
this tool.d When describing the effectiveness of

searchability and shareabilifffigures 4 and5). For examplethesocials t udi es faci |l i tator

you can search by everything everywhere and look at collections people have created and the filter
features ar e stheguwriculumeuppgort gpdcialBdta mviftie shiaf@ability. | know | can
createac!| | ecti on and share it with a |link easily and

Share Learning Lab Collection

'F ’ @ “ |E| E (_@CcpyLink

Add this collection to your site

<script type="text/javascript” si Copy the code

Figure 4. Example ogharefeatureson the Smithsonian Learning Lab

#ethnicstudies Q
< Refine Search &
Subject Resources (0) Learning Lab Collections (83)

Social Studies (60)
US History (43)
Cultures (33) . .
Civies 12) Found 83 Learning Lab Collections
secg Aoty () containing: #ethnicstudies

World History (9)

Economics (6)
Arts (25)

Visual Arts (20)

Sort By Date Modified (Oldest First)

Language Arts And English (23) Distance Learning: P a \Oi
Nonfiction Informational Washington Crossing v
Reading (9) the Delaware 9 T 0
Speaking and Listening (6) O"ﬂwﬁ.‘:’;‘;"s":‘fi:;:‘:::;?3° L i

" o the Smithsonian Learning Lab o) 2
Writing (4) ] 1
Other (16) . k@_ .

-

World Languages (3)
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Age Range
Preschool (0 to 4 years old) (1)
Primary (5 to 8 years old) (6)
Elementary (9 to 12 years old) (21)
Middle School (13 to 15 years old)
(52)
Post-Secondary (26)
Adults (24)

High School (16 to 18 years old)
(62)

Educational Features
End User
Teacher/Instructor
Student
Parent
Time Required
<1 hour

ILOCATION AUTH(C
1-2 hours D A Ve NBLP R LEAVE

Educational Use

Teacher Collection (includes
strategies)

Student Activity

Topical Collection (without
strategies)

Language
English

Spanish
Spanish

Collection Type

User Created (49)
Smithsonian Created (34)

Item Type

Image (79)

@ Website (51)
[X Video (43)

= Document (31)
) Audio (7)

Annotation Type

Info (46)
Quiz (20)

Hotspot (12) n 2 3 4 >

1-24 of 83 Collections

Smithsonian

Learning Lab

Figure 5. Example of theearchenginefor Learning Lab Collectionsn the Smithsonian Learning Lab

TeacherUse of theSmithsonian Learning Lab

Participants describadtroducingthe Smithsonian Learning Lab with both teachers and other curriculum
specialists in a variety efays with many mentioning multiple ways they have done so. Almost all of the
participants had introduced the SLL to other specialists and/or teachers thmeetjngsdedicated
Professional Leaing CommunitiesR L C) asdbr professional developme(RD) sessionsParticipants

of each job title had shared the SLL to colleaguess@mmecoordinators, the US history teacher, the

13



social studieacilitator, the curriculum support specialist, and the assistant director of humaniss).

asked how they introduced t hsessiBrishanypgasticipamgsaid he se me
they described th8LL as a reputable website with an abundance and vafigtymary resources for

students to engage witBthers introduced the SLL aswebsiteto engage students using Harvard Zero

Thinking Routines or prompted discussigrgyures 3 and6). A curriculum coordinatodescribed the

SLL as fda resource put on beachensp arBiotdatetohusiliveni an t hat
documents within the Smithsonian syste@wo participants introduced the SLL with teachers

organically, with one describing the experieidewh enever | have conversation:
for how to find an image that would be something kids could engage with in the classroom, | always

mention thdLearning,a b agai n because of the reputation and t
d gital i mages that the kids would benefit from th
introduced the SLL to teachers simplydwbedding it in their curriculugrsuch a®nline curriculum unit

maps and/or curriculum documents. Some other wayticipants have introduced the SLL to teachers

include newsletters, email blasts, and tweets. Most of the participants dixibeihhow many teachers

they discussed the SLL with or how many times they introduced it. Of the ones that did, someddescribe
discussing it with up to sixteen curriculum specialists and/or teachers with others describing up to

seventyfive.

Only one participant, the assistant director of humanities, did not share the SLL with teachers in his/her
district. When asked why thisasvs , s/ he expl ained that his/ her fArol
interfacing witabhesawhersatehhaeecwith teachers a
about with PLC6s or share at me esbniebagierstosharintg t eac he
the SLL with teachers, suchhswthereardéi s o many t hings out there for p
al ways keep it fresh aSvdheneew panad nheedl pf upretohpelre Au swee ]
teachers at all since March, d@ining that we are sharing now is within context of preparing for a virtual

|l earning environment or distance | earning and | es
thatdés a great tech tool to c ol hgageéandbuddearnmanityk and
in the classroom. So, components of what we need in pillars of distance learning are thezesHdaoilld

probably try to push this out more in the summer and help teachers embed this resource more into their
classroom. 0
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